Chemotherapy and cervical cancer: present trends.
A clinical case of cervical carcinoma Stage Ib is described. We treated a 48-year old woman with grade 2 carcinoma, using cisplatin at a dose of 40 mg/mq on the 1st and 4th days, bleomycin at a dose of 15 mg/mq on the 1st and 8th days, and anti-emetic for two cycles. On the basis of the low ratio T4/T8 we also administered along with chemotherapy, alpha natural interferon at a dose of 3,000,000 i.u. three times a week for four weeks. At the end of the chemotherapeutic treatment the lesion was reduced in size and the biopsy was pathognomically of a microinvasive cancer. In spite of the encouraging biopsy results, the patient was submitted to a simple hysterectomy, with random lymphoadenectomy. Today, two years after her treatment, the patient is free of disease. At present there is discussion as to the efficacy of neoadjuvant chemotherapy in the first stages of the neoplasia in relation to conventional treatment, which reserves chemotherapy to stages IV and IVb and to relapses, in the light of both the lesion and the disposability of the patient to treatment and successive follow-up.